1. Minutes of Waste disposal and pollution control committee, December 1977, West Midlands
County Council, supplementary report. Retrieved 18/10/24.

“b. Albright and Wilson Limited, Rattle Chain Tip, Tividale, Sandwell.

i Background

This is a wet tip comprising a lagoon in a former quarry. The site has been operational since
1942 and has received quantities of toxic and hazardous waste, particularly phosphorus and
phosphorus contaminated materials since that time.”

There clearly WERE environmental implications from the use of this site!

b. Albright & Wilson Limited, Rattle Chain Tip, Tividale, Sandwell.

i. Backgrcund

agoon in a former qUArry. The
ard has received quantities d
of toxic as Erdons waste, particularly pho:phorus and
phosphornus contaminated materials since that time.

i ate
Of late, the site has received predominently calcium phisr;?a:h'
sludge ;nd phoaphorus contaminated materials. The leve r‘odd
lagoon i= maintained and prevented from over-£lowing by perses

~ disch
ters to the adjacent canal. ’Ihi.:
pumping of the lagoon wal : ! ooy g pal

{s monitored by both the Severn -.:>'
™ Council =
aed use of the site. RPN

It is estimated that the site has a potentlial _lue of".:n(;:
years; however, the planned re-development of the :t_- shn
the tip is situated requires that the use of this 35;\ = h
ceasa in approximately 8 years. It is this llm::t ‘

of the site which may give rise r.o'an appeal bz'i e £
against this particular corditicn in the §ltet; co:;cén 3
the Company have no abjecticn to any of the other 3

2. Glowing water ‘peril to children’” The Birmingham Post and Gazette 4" November 1957.
Retrieved from The British newspaper archive 18/10/24.

GLOWING WATER
‘PERIL TO
CHILDREN’

CHILDREN at Tividale, Rowley Regis,

have discovered a new game. Bricks
thrown into the water of a marl-holé cause
phosphorus that has been dumped there to

burn brightly while the water ripples.
Rowley Regls Council foresees danger and Is trying to
stop an Oldbury firm depositing phosphorus there.

Councillor E. N. Thorne said
on Saturdav: “If any child
happened to fall into the Man-
hole it would never come out
alive. This is a menace to the
The Birmingham youngsters of the area.”

It is also alleged that the

Post and Gazette phosphorus gives off a nasty

4th November 1957 smell It is brought to the

marlhold by canal  barge.

Sometimes it is brought by

' lorry and dumped on the side

of the where it burns
¢ ik as. | ltself out.




3. “Tividale ‘Up in Arms’ over smell from tip”1st April 1958 Birmingham Daily Post Retrieved from
The British newspaper archive 18/10/24.
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“When tipping took place the residue which fell
Jrom the lorries set alight and gave off a smell.
Blue vapour came off the tip. In one factory
the smell had made a number of workers sick.”



4. Enoch Clowes in Robert Davies’ “Midlands Canals- memories of the canal carriers.” From page
39-40. Retrieved 18/10/24.

This account is important for two reasons. The description of the lagoon as it then stood, and the
toxic effects that it had to human health on those who carried out the job.

“My new but hazardous job was to transport effluent waste, and sometimes phosphorus, to a
dumping site near the junction with the Netherton branch canal....

The huge marl hole that served as a waste dump had many years before been the site of the
Rattlechain brick works, and also the place where a disastrous breach of the canal had occurred
late in the nineteenth century. But now there was just this enormous marl hole, filled with the
most horrid blue water in which nothing could live. And it was this ghastly cargo that nearly
finished me and my mate off one day. We arrived at the dumping site, and started the

petrol Meadows pump to empty the boat. Within minutes the pump stopped working, and as we
tried to sort the problem out we were both overcome by the toxic fumes coming from the outlet
pipe. Fortunately, a passer-by helped us to safety, and Frank Matty told us to take a few days off
to get over it. That’s how it was in those days.”

5. Unpublished pictures and notes by Roy Martin on the BCN canal system. Retrieved 18/10/24.

- ©ROY MARTIN

~ http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk

HIGH BRIDGE OLDBURY. MATTYS BOATS ON ROUTE FOR
THE GOWER BRANCH AND THE RATTLECHAIN. 1972.
SOME FORTY YEARS LATER THE CARGO IS STILL WITH US.



http://www.historywebsite.co.uk/Museum/Engineering/Meadows/HenryMeadows.htm

6. (National Archives AVIA 22/2110) Images reproduced by permission
to http: //whatI|esbeneathrattlechamlagoon org.uk/
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7. From “100 YEARS OF PHOSPHORUS MAKING” Richard Threlfall 1951. Chapter 13 page 227

:Nhen the plant cIo§ed in 1942, just on seven and a quarter million grenades had been filled. The
storage of these devices by local authorities caused many headaches, because often they were

submerged in a convenient stream for safet i i
y, and from time to time boxes of a th
bottles broke loose and floated away.” thousandorse

Retrieved 18/10/24

I.E THE PLANT CLOSED IN THE SAME YEAR THAT RATTLECHAIN LAGOON BEGAN RECEIVING WASTE.

8. Albright World magazine 1980’s
Retrieved 18/10/24

A+W bomb sign comes to light
in darkest Dorking

An old A+W sign relating o
the storage of world war two
bombs has come to light.
David Knight, a member of
the Dorking and District
Museum Society, in Surey,
wrote to A+W asking whether
the company could provide
any background details about

it.

Phosphates Sector chairman
Ray Naish did some research
and discovered that bombs
and Molotov cocktails, made
by A+W, must have becn
stored in the Dorking area. He
sent David Knight a drawing
of the half pint beer bottles
that were used as containers
for the Molotov cocktails and
a copy of part of ‘One
hundred years of phosphorus

making’ — the company’s

9. Aw bombs crate instructions in original box. | Carrroll photo collection. Retrieved 18/10/2

history from 1851-1951. One
chapter of the book relates to
the second world war.

<] was absolutely delighted
with the information your
company sent’, said David
Knight. ‘We have a small
museum, opened three years
ago, but are planning to open
larger premises in the near
future, when we will be able to
mount displays of the vast
amounts of historical materi:
we have acquired. 7

Part of the sign reads:
AW Bombs fire instantly on
breaking in air’’, but we
weren’t sure whether the AW
referred to your company Of
not. The enamel sign, measur-
ing 10 inches by six, came
from a large munitions dump
near Dorking, which caught
fire and blew up in May 1943.

1 remember the fire well. I was
seven at the time and for three
days there werc almost con-
stant explosions as the
ammunition blew up. The
local Friday Street lake, which
covers two acres, was pumped
dry as firemen tried to put out
the flames.”

During the war years, ATW
filled 124 million weapons in
its factories. After Dunkirk,
when invasion was threatened,
we were required to produce
more than 250,000 Molotov
cocktails a week — filled in
Barclay-Perkins dumpy half-
pint beer bottles—and women
from Kidderminster carpet
factories worked on three
shifts to complete the project.
When the plant closed in 1942
seven and a quarter million
grenades had been filled and,
not surprisingly, there was a
nationwide  shortage  of
bottles.




%

10. Pictures from Albright World January/February 1983. Retrieved /10/24

A + W staff were on hand while army
experts prepared the bombs for
: detonatign.

Wl By % g PRGN AR, \
Oldbury safety manager Derek Severn, safety inspector David Poulton and
production manager Peter Bloore examine the metal plate found with the bombs

he phosohorus Immh are atchzd al A+ W's Rattlechain Tinl ()dhnn-.
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11. Marianne Walsh US Army chemical core of engineers.. “Remediation of P4 Contaminated

Matrices at FMC, Pocatello, Idaho.” Retrieved 18/10/24
Amdme el wints phasphorus i relensed mio B mnvrocsssent, injuries se hiksly 1o

follow, [osable peny stopies withn the ligt few years comcerning white pheapborus are: e
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ey of & cossrmictios worker = Orlando, FL when be mwovensd & Weald W 11 era WP
ordnance (Orlasdo Seming] 2008); injurses. fom whate phosphorus smake follomng & train
deraskrent m Lkease (Assoculed Press 20070, the callapse of & phosphans fenece m
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12. Express and Star article referenced in this report “Worries over Toxin in Pool”. April 2" 2008 . NB
The white phosphorus was not “at the bottom” hence the poisoning of wildfowl feeding at surface

level. Retrieved 18/10/24
. Scan 20161105.png (947x1329) (saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk)
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13. Examples of post mortem reports showing “systemic exposure” in Dead Rattlechain Canada
goose and mallard ducks that had been poisoned by the white phosphorus within the lagoon.
Retrieved 18/10/24

Veterinary Laboratories Agency Shrewsbury

«>d

Kendal Road, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 4HD Veterinary
Telephone: 01743 467621 Fax: 01743 441060 Laboratories
Email: shrewsbury@vla.defra.gsi.gov.uk Agency

VLA Ref. No.

26-B0061-04-11

Sender.

Veterinary Laboratories Agency

PAUL DUFF Sender's Ref. Not Given
VLA PENRITH Date Received 04/04/2011
Date of Sampling  04/04/2011
No. in Die Off Not Given
RICHARD IRVINE Die Off Location  Not Given
VLA LUDDINGTON Located In FALSE
Sign. Events Not Given
County WMD
Map Ref S0O1974913
Al Species / Breed Not Given
FF Species / Breed Goose / Canada Goose
Responsible S/VIO Holmes P
Samples Animal Presented Dead x 1
Autolysis Not Given

REPORT 4 (SUPPLEMENTARY)

Comment on analytical results of toxicology carried out at Harlan Laboratories on goose
tissues from Rattlechain Lagoon, provided by Jo Payne AHVLA.

Results*
The total amount of white phosphorus detected in gizzard content was 7.65 mg and in small intestine
content 3.22 ug.

Several tissues were also tested. The concentrations of white phosphorus residue present are shown
in the following table.

Tissue sample White phosphorus residue (mg/kg tissue)
Muscle <LOD

Fat 0.298

Intestine < LOD

Liver <LOD

Kidney < LOD

Proventriculus/Gizzard < LOD

The concentration of white phosphorus present in muscle, liver and kidney could not be measured as
they were below the analytical limit of detection (LOD) of 5.89 ug/l. The concentration of white
phosphorus present in intestine could not be measured as it was below the analytical limit of detection
of 1.69 pg/l.

Comment

h A 1 3 nt a ! ite r
- |also confirms the presence of white phosphorus residue in fat tissue. This indicates that there is
systemic exposure, Sparling, Day & Klein (1999) calculated the LD 50 of white phosphorus in swans
to range between 1.40 to 4.68 mg/kg bodyweight (BW), with a mean of 3.65 mg/kg BW. The quantity

e}-’ = INVESTORS 1 - Test subcontracted; opinions given and interpretations of the result are outside the scope of UKAS accreditation.
3 IN PEOPLE 1 - Not UKAS accredited; opinions given and interpretations of the result are outside the scope of UKAS accreditation.
b For further details of the test methods used, and other terms and conditions, please refer to the VLA Website.

Page 1 of 2
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VLA Ref. No. 26-B0061-04-11 continued...
Date Received : 04/04/2011

detected in gizzard content (1.25mg/kg BW) is close to the LD 50. Geese are similar to swans in size
and conformation so | would expect the LD 50 to be similar in both species of bird.

The autopsy failed to identify any other likely cause of death. The quantity of white phosphorus
detected in gizzard and the presence of white phosphorus residue in fat tissue is consistent with white
phosphorus poisoning as the cause of death of this goose.

Reference: Sparling DW, Day D & Klein P, 1999. Acute toxicity and sub lethal effects of white phosphorus in Mute Swans.
Arch. Environ. Contamin. Toxicol. 36, 316-322

Jo Payne, Animal Health & Veterinary Laboratories Agency

| H Davies MRCVS
Regional Veterinary Manager
28 October 2011

cc Dr Tom Dutton, HSE Manager, Rhodia UK Ltd, PO Box 80, Trinity Street, Oldbury, B69 4LN

»

Mr lan Carroll, *

Mr David Whitford, Environment Management Team Leader, Environment Agency, Sentinel House, 9
Wellington Crescent, Fradley Park, Lichfield, WS13 8RR

Page 2 of 2
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5

Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency Shrewsbury
Kendal Road, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 4HD

Telephone: 01743 467621 Fax: 01743 441060

Email: shrewsbury@vla.defra.gsi.gov.uk

AHVLA Ref. No. 26-B0300-09-11

4, Aniral }

G AHVLA

Sender. Other for Al
PAUL DUFF Sender’s Ref. Not Given
AHVLA PENRITH Date Received 15/09/2011
Date of Sampling 15/09/2011
RICHARD IRVINE No. in Die Off Not Given
AHVLA LUDDINGTON Die Off Location RATTLECHAIN POOL, OLDBURY
Located In FALSE
Sign. Events Not Given
County WMD
Map Ref SO1974913

Al Species / Breed Not Given

FF Species / Breed Duck / Mallard Duck
Responsible VIO P Holmes

Samples Animal Presented Dead x 2
Autolysis Not Given

REPORT 3 (SUPPLEMENTARY)

Resultsiof testing for white phosphorus residues carried out by Harlan laboratories have been provided by
Rhodia *.

Jo Payne has provided the following comments:

Comment on analytical results of toxicology carried out at Harlan Laboratories on duck tissues from
Rattlechain Lagoon

Results >
The total amount of white phosphorus detected in gizzard content of duck 1 was 0.530 mg and the total amount

of white phosphorus detected in gizzard content of duck 2 was 0.098 mg.
The concentration of white phosphorus was determined in several tissues.

Duck 1

The concentration of white phosphorus residue present in the gizzard was 0.051 mg/kg and in fat was 1.51
mg/kg. The concentration of white phosphorus residue present in the intestine was 6.25 mg/kg. The
concentration of white phosphorus present in liver and kidney could not be measured as they were below the
analytical limit of detection concentration of 0.013 mg/kg and 0.052 mg/kg respectively.

Duck 2

The concentration of white phosphorus residue present in the gizzard was 0.110 mg/kg and in fat was 0.831
mg/kg. The concentration of white phosphorus present in liver and kidney could not be measured as they were
below the analytical limit of detection concentration of 0.022 mg/kg and 0.114 mg/kg respectively. The
concentration of white phosphorus present in the intestine could not be measured as it was below the analytical
limit of detection concentration of 0.032 mg/kg.

Comment
Gross post mortem examination of the two ducks failed to identify a likely cause of death and as a result white

phosphorus analysis was undertaken on gastrointestinal content and various tissues.

The analytical results confirm that both ducks 1 and 2 had been systemically exposed to white phosphorus
suggesting that the death of both ducks was due to white phosphorus poisoning.

1 £ 3

[ F1 2 g A=
| H Davies MRCVS
Regional Veterinary Manager
2 April 2012

(7 INVESTORS 1 - Test subcontracted; opinions given and interpretations of the result are outside the scope of UKAS accreditation.
.‘4; ¥ PEOPLE 1 - Not UKAS accredited; opinions given and interpretations of the result are outside the scope of UKAS accreditation.
h IN PE For further details of the test methods used, and other terms and conditions, please refer to the VLA Website.

Page 1 of 2



14. CHalRS group minutes dated December 2009 (chemical hazards and identification risk
surveillance group). Retrieved 18/10/24
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“5. The Chair commented that as P4 probably caused the death of the swan the investigation
confirms current environmental contamination with P4 and suggests the levels of contamination in
or around the lagoon could poison wildlife or humans. MB confirmed that HSE had inspected the
site and advised Rhodia about security there. It was agreed that members were effectively joined
up regarding this case, however if any further incidents or changes arise then the matter should he
discussed again by the CHalRS group.”

15. Sunday Mercury “Lake of death” article and Birmingham Live website7/10/2010. Retrieved
18/10/24

Scan 20161104-2.png (1553%1915) (saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk)
Scan_20161104-3.png (595x2009) (saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk)

Oldbury residents fear toxic lake - Birmingham Live

16. Email from Marianne Walsh to Dave Whitford and Suzanne Ward of Environment Agency dated
31°* May 2012 regards Rattlechain monitoring and white phosphorus, based on her extensive
experience. Retrieved 18/10/24
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FW: White Phosphorus

lo: Uave Whittord and Suzanne Ward, Environment Agency

From: Marianne E. Walsh, Chemical Engineer, US Army Corps of Engineers
Re: White Phosphorus

31 May 2012

have been contacted to review |ab reports concerningwaterfowl that fed at Rattlechain Lagoon and subsequently died. The lab reports provided evidence that the waterfowl ingested white phosphorus. My
experience with white phosphorus stems from a U.S. Army impact area where residues from white phosphorus ordnance were killing waterfowl (Racine et al. 1992). As part of this Army project, | developed and
used methods for the sampling and analysis of white phosphorus contaminatedsoils, water, and tissue. | also developed methods for the monitoring of the remediation of the impactarea. Documentation on this
project is summarizad in two annotated biblicgraphies {Nam et al. 1999, Walsh 2003).

want to let you know that the concentrations of white phosphorus inthe tissues of the birds from Rattlechain Lagoon are consistent with those that we detected over many years of study of white phosphorus
poisoning of ducks and swans. | have no doubt that the birds that died after feeding in Rattlechain Lagoon were poisoned by white phospharus, which is lethal by ingestion. Only § mg of white phosphorus will killa
duck.

would also like to comment on the proposed capping of Rattlechain Lagoon. Capping has been the most fraquently used technology in the elementzl phosphorus industry. This technalogy is technically feasible,
but the long-term risks of l2zving tons of untreated ignitable, reactive and very towic material is in subsurface soils ar2 unknown. One hazard that cznnot be ignored is the generation of phosphine gas (FH3) from
white phosphorus. Phosphine is extremely towic by inhalation and would pose 2 risk to residents near the capped lagoon. A capped waste pond in ldaho d copious quantities of phosphine, which led to an
emergency remedial action by the US Environmental Protection Agency.

would be happy to s2nd to you literature about whitephosphorus and waterfowl, and | invite you to review the documents about the problems caused by capping a white phosphorus waste ponds. The following
link is a start:

e Pond 15s him

JATSDR Shoshine Gas Human

References:

Racine, CH, M.E. Walsh, 8.D. Rosbuck, CM. Callins, D. Calkins, L. Reitsma, P Buchli, and G. Goldfarb [1952a) Whits phasphorus poisoning of waterfowd in 2n Alaskan salt marsh. Journal of Wildlife Diseasss. 28(4),
669-673.

Nam, 5.1., M.R. Walsh, C.M. Collins and L. Thomas (1998) Ezgle River Flats istion Project Comprehensive Biblicg - 1950 to 1998. SR 99-12. Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory, Hanover,
NH, 03755.

Walsh, M.R. (2003) Eagle River Flats Remediation Project Comprehensive Bibliography 1398 — 2003. ERDC/CRREL TR-03-15. Cold Regions Ressarch and Enginssring Labaratary, Hanover, NH, 03755,

Marianne E. Wazlsh
US Army ERDC/CRREL

“I have been contacted to review lab reports concerning waterfowl that fed at Rattlechain Lagoon and
subsequently died. The lab reports provided evidence that the waterfowl ingested white phosphorus. My
experience with white phosphorus stems from a U.S. Army impact area where residues from white
phosphorus ordnance were killing waterfowl (Racine et al. 1992). As part of this Army project, |
developed and used methods for the sampling and analysis of white phosphorus contaminated soils,
water, and tissue. | also developed methods for the monitoring of the remediation of the impact

area. Documentation on this project is summarized in two annotated bibliographies (Nam et al. 1999,
Walsh 2003).

| want to let you know that the concentrations of white phosphorus in the tissues of the birds from
Rattlechain Lagoon are consistent with those that we detected over many years of study of white
phosphorus poisoning of ducks and swans. | have no doubt that the birds that died after feeding in
Rattlechain Lagoon were poisoned by white phosphorus, which is lethal by ingestion. Only 5 mg of white
phosphorus will kill a duck.

| would also like to comment on the proposed capping of Rattlechain Lagoon. Capping has been the most
frequently used technology in the elemental phosphorus industry. This technology is technically feasible,
but the long-term risks of leaving tons of untreated ignitable, reactive and very toxic material is in
subsurface soils are unknown. One hazard that cannot be ignored is the generation of phosphine gas
(PH3) from white phosphorus. Phosphine is extremely toxic by inhalation and would pose a risk to
residents near the capped lagoon. A capped waste pond in Idaho generated copious quantities of
phosphine, which led to an emergency remedial action by the US Environmental Protection Agency.

| would be happy to send to you literature about white phosphorus and waterfowl, and | invite you to
review the documents about the problems caused by capping a white phosphorus waste ponds. The

following link is a start:

http://www.sbtribes-ewmp.com/ATSDR Phoshine Gas Human Exposure Pond 15s.html
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(1992a) White phosphorus poisoning of waterfowl in an Alaskan salt marsh. Journal of Wildlife Diseases.
28(4), 669-673.

Nam, S.I., M.R. Walsh, C.M. Collins and L. Thomas (1999) Eagle River Flats Remediation Project
Comprehensive Bibliography — 1950 to 1998. SR 99-13. Cold Regions Research and Engineering
Laboratory, Hanover, NH, 03755.

Walsh, M.R. (2003) Eagle River Flats Remediation Project Comprehensive Bibliography 1998 — 2003.
ERDC/CRREL TR-03-15. Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory, Hanover, NH, 03755.

Marianne E. Walsh
US Army ERDC/CRREL

17. P4 persistence in sediments reports and quotes

Persistence of White Phosphorus Particles in Sediment Marianne E. Walsh, Charles M. Collins and
Charles Racine. Retrieved 18/10/24

" White phosphorus particles were found to be persistent indefinitely in saturated sediments."

It is noted that understanding of white phosphorus persistence in sediments were poor and limited.
" Lack of understanding of the environmental fate and transport of white phosphorus residues
precludes accurate ecological assessments and efficient cleanup."

The authors calculated "Based on the amount of time for the radius to go to zero, a P4 particle
with an initial diameter of 1 mm would take about 8 years to dissolve at a constant temperature
of 25°C in slowly flowing water. "

This “phossy water” contains suspended (colloidal) and dissolved P4 (Dacre and Rosenblatt 1974).
Larger particles may also be suspended (Peer 1972).

“when a contaminant is acutely toxic and heterogeneously distributed as solid particles over an
area, an average concentration will not represent true exposure risk. The problem of estimating
exposure risk from white phosphorus became apparent at ERF when Denver Wildlife Research Center
(DWRC) conducted studies to test the chemical bird repellent, methyl anthranilate (Clark and
Cummings 1994). "

Composite Sampling of Sediments Contaminated with White Phosphorus Marianne E. Walsh,
Charles M. Collins, Ronald N. Bailey, and Clarence L. Grant December 1997. Retrieved 18/10/24

18. Clevedon phosphorus dump article New Civil Engineer dated 26/4/2001. Retrieved 18/10/24.

Toxic threat looms in Somerset | New Civil Engineer



https://www.newcivilengineer.com/archive/toxic-threat-looms-in-somerset-26-04-2001/

19 “It’s a cra*p site for residential” in reference to the former sewage works, now Callaghan and
Wilson Drives and the proximity to the hazardous waste lagoon. Email from John Baylay senior
planning officer Sandwell Council dated 20/10/2002. Retrieved 18/10/24

>>> John Baylay 30-Apr-02 1131 16 AM >>>
| IU's & crap sie for residential | DC and the Building Consuftancy opposed the ce-allocation of the site

from business in the adop!ed UOP to rmwwmﬂmwmm_

3 2 ché j ! A nd. Industrial buldings sre
c much bener nt.ighbom to a potentialry Nawdws s-ta as thm in bom pubhc safaly and sacurity terms

In my view any ap.phcation for the residantial development of this site could not te approved besause
unless the HSE and Enviconment Agency suppoct the proposal and untess Rhodia (AAW's
successors) provide a site investigation report of the pool’s contents fwitich thay won't). SMBC canriot
show thal it has discharged ts duty of care with regard te the public safety of future residants of thai
estate No application could be entartained unti sorne form of risk asse1sment has been rarmed cut
In the absence cf any knowledge of what the lageon tontains how can the risk he assessed?

On a pedantic nota tha site is aliocatad for busmess purposes in the Adapted LIDP  “he fuil Council
has agreed lo the lairty modast departura from (he plan that the proposed indusinal duvelopment
represented

ccC: Bird. Keith, Rice, Tony

20 A house buyer from Callaghan Drive Facebook. Retrieved 18/10/24

e —

| bought a house on the banks of this chemical dump. It took
1 me 18 months to sell it (at a massive loss which I'm still paying for now). So
glad I'm away from this now. Many nights sleep lost worrying about the health
of my kids growing up with this in our back garden. We had meetings with the
Environmental Health and Rhodia and were even interviewed by the press.
Mothing ever came of it. Strangest of all, none of this showed up on any
searches when we purchased the property from Barratts and the hazardous
waste signs disappeared from the gates while the properties were being sold.

Like - Reply - Message - @ 2 - 2 July at 22:52



21. Email from John Mooorhouse Rhodia to Laurence Jackson SMBC 1/5/1012 regards Rattlechain
lagoon and adjoining land. Does not appear to have got any further given in 12 years given claims of
“discussions” only and no substance or credible remediation strategy. Retrieved 18/10/24.

Fram: MOORHOUSE, lohn [Jlohn MOORHOUSEEEL RHODIA.COM)
Sent: 01 May 2012 16:52

Tox Laurence Jackson

Ce: MOORHOUSE, John; DUTTOMN, Tom

Subject: RE: Rattlechain lagoon and adjoining land

Laurence,

In response o our phone call of yesterday | summarise our position and answears Lo your guestions as
fallows. | showld clarily that all my remarks apply only o the area of land which comprises our
Hazardous Waste Landflill ("The Lagoanjand not 1o ary adjacent land which may also be part of the
total subrmission.

115 THE LAGOOMN CAPABLE OF BEING REMEDIATED
A) Technical Cansidesation.

Remediation can take mary forms. The natire of the stored wastes i such that amy attempt 1o
remove them would, in our opinion,  be technically too difficult and as a result not be financially
viable. We have asked our consultants 1o consider methods o stabilise the waste in situ and they
consider it could be technically feasible to achieve this even to allow the lagoon to be infilled.

B) Acceptability

The site is currently cantrolled by a Waste Managerneant Pesmit. Ay activity undertaken on the site
has to be within the conditions of the Permit or an application has to be made o the EA o vary the
conditions. Any redevelopment of the site would need the Waste Management Permit to be
surrendered. Very strict conditions will have 1o be met 10 achieve this.

A recent study by the HPA has assessed the risks lo persons outside the lagoon and found there ta
be no risk. However if ever the lagoon were 1o be remediated for a different use then the risks would
nead 1o be reassessad,

We have only ever considered any potential development for open space. W have considerad
development lor house consiruction to potentially be an unacceptable risk for Rhodia given current
knowledge.



2 RHODIA POSITION
A) Redevelopment

Ower the last 5 or 6 years we have held discussions with Mintworth Transport and their advisors. We
have sean the Sladen Repart including their proposals fon infilling. \We have showt the repor to our
awn in house specialists and 1o our external consultant at the time and all were of the opinion that the
technigue has significant technical defects.

Wae have been seaking a long term solulion fow the lagocn for sorme years and 50 have been
interasted o discuss a ranga of options. | would describe our position with Mintworth as passive.

The most recent discussions held with Mintworth have informed them of our own current plans for the
lageon as described below.

B) Remsadiation

Ower the last two years, since it has been shown that birds are ingesting the wasle, we have been
waorking actively on technigues to protect the wild life.

Our proposal is W isolate the waste from the wild lite by applying a geotextile barrier across the
lagoon and laying a layer of imported sand over the geotextile. We have a design from our current
consultants,

This would do nathing 10 stabdlise the wastes 1o allow irdill and would retain the lagoon as a walar
faatuie,

As explained above, we still have 1o gain EA approval 1o work within the Waste Management Permil
and we also nead 10 consull the HPA and the local residents.

| hope this helps.
regards,

Jdahn

22. Sladen Associates and Mintworth’s previous failures and cost to the public purse.
Shidas Lane Lagoon Oldbury

Sladen Associates proposed surcharging the area with excess sand re planning applications
DC/04/42934 and then DC/10/52117



Ptanning Permission {ref DC/04/42534) was granted in September
2005 for the reclamation of the lagoon by infilling it with iner
matarials up to the levels of the surmounding ground. Condition 18
restricted the levels to those shown on the approved plans.

The applicant has infiled the Ragoon but has exceeded e
approved levels by about Bm (max). It has advised me that this
was necessary because of the need to surcharge the ground in
order to improve the ground bearing capacity of the land so that
buildings can be built on it.

. Shidas Lagoon was infilled by Mintworth and left abandoned by 2010. WMCA investment board
reported in 2019

“....1t has proved to be unsuitable for built development due to
untreated mineshafts, excess surcharge material on the site
and general poor ground loading conditions requiring piled
SJoundation solutions. The above issues rendering the

site financially unviable.”

l
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

lOmo?\.nn to pport a wel-known expenenced ocal developer in re-generating /
ocres of vocant Brownfeid lond in 0 wallocoted oad of the Wes) Mchond

lMe Property sits just oM Shicaos Lone in Oldbury. with good connechons 1o the A4123
Wolvarhampion ROOY and AncSon 2 of e MS et Thon © mie Oway, The sumourding
ored & predominantly nouial however there i some residendal 1o the North West of
e st Hsloncally he PFroperty was used 1o he diiposce of kguid eMyent om e
noorty formex Apoio Metals faciony forming © logoon on the ste. The 18m deep
goon wal emptied, DOCkilled Ong Jrchorged Betwoaen 2005 o 2010 and hos
remamed vacont ence 03 I has proved fo De ursutiabie for Dullt Oey -

MNovermiDe: 2010 Foge il

A far cry from what was claimed when the infilling operations were approved by Sandwell planners!

INVESTMENT REPORT FOR
Sererd romertos - tcs e (L) WEST MIDLANDS

lcading condifiors resguinng plled foursdation schutions. The above Bswes rendening fhe
fili Fnanckally unviabl. Summmary of Ths Biisss i s ground s inciaded in echon 3

Cost to the public purse was revealed in the FOI request “Approve a maximum grant of
£3.45m to fund the remediation costs at the property in order to deliver the
Development.”


http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/shidas56.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/shidas61.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/shidas62.png

014 Shidas Lagoon Rounds Green Road Oldbury.BLPDF.pdf

Coneygree site Tipton
Sladen Associates again for Mintworth permission for residential re application DC/08/49278

Submitted with the application was a report written by Sladen Associates “Ground conditions and
mine stabilisation report former Coneygre foundry site. Prepared for Mintworth Transport
Limited.” The date of this is February 2007.

(Werk [ Soume e Comm i |
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| Snmpaemng _rgﬁmm nal O Arup ™ AZ,010 3
| Siateisng Mine Shats | v A 150 (50 56
| Anad Construction Ove Aoup [ $E1 SEO 08
Sy combriud usden [ 1 700,000 00 |
Beracos ARocatan | Aeap EEG 040 53
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Not worth a mint

Despite SMBC rejecting this, and losing a planning appeal, no residential use ever materialised and it
was purchased by the same company as the other Mintworth site at rattlechain but now as
proposed business use that RPS acting for Mintworth claimed would be financially unviable in their
earlier planning application. A volte-face of epic proportions! This same agent alongside Sladen were
promoting ideas in 2012 for the rattlechain land still left abandoned and awaiting a magic tax payer
money tree that the other two have or are prospected to receive.
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https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/shidas_lane_site_remediation_fun/response/2157272/attach/3/014%20Shidas%20Lagoon%20Rounds%20Green%20Road%20Oldbury.BLPDF.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/coney9.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/coney9.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/concost2.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/coney9.png

“Coneygree redevelopments limited” have the same directors and address as “rattechain redevelopments

limited.” Retrieved 17TH JUN 2019

606 Extracts from the cost plan prepared in respect of both uses are nckaded In the
report and are summansed below:
Use Total Abncemal Costs Costpersgm
(£) £) ‘
Housing 10,706,621 64533
Employment 6,845,025 320 40 J

6.10 The costs were ouded n viabity appessals in respect of Me groposed
deveiopmant of Pe stie for aach use, copes ol which are Included with P report

an The nousing development viabéty shows a shortal of £13 675 678 which equatos
10 a cost of £67 206 par dwaling bull. This cost far exceeds the avalatle grant
suppoet for new housing which s capped at £15 000 per dweling

612 The fundng shortiall for employment use s £5 966 467, which equates 10 £13 237
per ob cresded.  An appicaton for gram unding fom the Wet Mudlands Combioed
Acthorty Pk Distrt iled wl Tus vl and thus the use cin De msde viebie

613 It can thevefore be devorsiated Bal housng use (s Not econamically viable on
the site and aliowing the site 0 remain n employment use would help 10 meet e
sigriicant shortiall of Hgh Quaity Essployment land n B borough

THE COSTS SHOULD NOT BE MET BY THE TAXPAYER !!!

23. Foundry sand misery adjacent to existing homes. Diggers on the Hill next to homes early 1990's
Keith Brook. Retrieved 18/10/24



http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/reviewingthesituation.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/reviewingthesituation.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/reviewingthesituation.png

24. “Couple say work is blighting home” Sandwell Evening Mail 20" July 1990. Retrieved 18/10/24

COUPLE SAY WORK IS BLIGHTING

EVENING MAIL, FR

HOME

SANDWELL council have joined
forces with a Tividale couple who
say nearby earthworks are
wrecking their home,

Mrs Phyllis Martin sald cracks
appeared all over her three-bed-
roomed Gladstone Drive home
since reclaimation work began on
the Tip site three
months ago.

But the final straw came this
week, when despite repeated re-
quests for heavy machinery to be
kept away from the house, she re-
turned to find a split running right
around the garage.

She said: “There have been ca
taplllars working upto just inches
from the wall. When I spoke to the
firm I asked them to stop but they

Just carried on. Now we are going
1o a solicitor.”

Mrs Martin and her husband Jeff
had the house surveyed before
they moved in two years ago.

“That reports says there is noth-
ing wrong with it, we wouldn't
have moved in otherwise,” she ad-
ded.

The site is the responsiblilty of

the Black Country Development
Corporation, which gave permis:
sion for the work to go ahead, but
now Sandwell Councll have en:
tered the row,

Chairman of the Planning Prop-
erty and Land Committee Coun
Bob Badham (Lab, Greets Green
and Lyng) has asked the council's
own bullding control inspector to

look at the damage to the Marting'
home.

He sald: “It looks like our worst
fears about this scheme have been
confirmed.”

BCDC spokeswoman Caroline
Sargent sald the corporation’s own
consulting engineers had seen the
cracks but did not belleve they
were caused by the work.

Government quangos are not on the side of local residents, and nor do they care about their plight.

25. Selection of letters held by SMBC planning department regards harmful impact of the Mintworth
years of operation at Their “Rattechain Tip”. “a long-standing, problematic and heavily contaminated
site” but reliant on SMBC planning officers keeping granting planning permissions! Retrieved
18/10/24
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“we were told we would have 100 lorries a day
for two years to clear the land. 9 years on it still
is not finished....
...we are very very frustrated and think we
have been treated really bad by the council and
the landowner. We have also lost around £5000
off the value of our house which we can not sell
because of the mound of land.”



http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/tipmisery3.png
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“the landowner does not reply to letters sent to him.”
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Yours Lartuly,
opposition and numerous calls fall on deaf ears at SMBC, and like “living down a mine”

“I have made numerous calls to various departments,
including environmental health....to express my concern
about the height of the dirt tip, and indeed the pollution it is
now causing to myself and my neighbours. I can only
assimilate our present environment to living down a mine.....


http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Scan_20170703-2.png
http://whatliesbeneathrattlechainlagoon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Scan_20170703-8-2.png

I cannot express strongly enough my opposition to this
particular planning request to extend the licence for
Rattlechain. I am sick to the high teeth of the dirt and grime
that is consistently coming across rattlechain, dirtying our
property and doing who knows what to our health.”
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time extensions

“this particular company seem to request
“extensions” on a regular basis, and nothing
seems ever closer to finishing.”
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“Our properties are being devalued due to the

black dust coming from this site.....
....why should we suffer daily from the constant
havoc this site is causing to the residents of this

once peaceful estate? “
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26. The two separate “Rattlechain tips”, Fine Art America Retrieved 18/10/24

27. “Tipping misery goes on despite promises” Express and Star dated 12/8/99. Retrieved 18/10/24
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28. Coneygree tipping to rattlechain encouraged by Sandwell council. Playing one set of complaining
residents off against another! Express and Star March 3™ 1993. Retrieved 18/10/24.

Mound prompts
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29. Sheepwash officer report Regards development on border of Sheepwash at fieldhouse omits
designated status of Sheepwash. False statements. Retrieved 18/10/24.

DC 15 58580-DELEGATED OFFICER REPORT-830730

“With regards to the second point of objection it should be considered
that Planning Policy has stated that Sheepwash Park is not designated
as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). They have
commented on the proposal and have not asked for additional
information to be submitted with reference to nature conservation.
Furthermore, The Wildlife Trust had been previously consulted but had
not commented on the proposal. Therefore there is no obligation on

the applicant to comply with policy ENV1 (Nature Conservation).”

With regards bo the second poinl ol objection E
| 1 il gershgnated 85 & Se ol IMmporiancs
for Mate Corrserration [SINCE They hive comenemed on e proposal snd P
f inl i inmal R orel naiirn
Joonservabion. Furthermnone, The Widile Trust had been prosiowsly consulind ban
had mnof commenied cn the proposal Thesefone there 5 no obligaiion on e
apphcant o comply with pobcy ERNYT [Mabee Consereation)

30. FOI request map of Sheepwash designation, confirming it WAS designated as a Local Nature
Reserve and SINC in 1999.

Sheepwash Nature reserve- areas of designation maps - a Freedom of Information request to
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council - WhatDoTheyKnow

Also shows map of the SINC and adjacency of sites SH35 and SH36 in Sandwell Plan.

Layout

31. Email received from Darrell Harrison, naturalist, regards small blue butterfly, flora at Macdonald
Close on SH35 area.

"Dear Sir/Madam, or to whom this may apply.

| am an amateur naturalist specialising in wildflowers, moths and butterflies with many years expertise
and experience, having safe guarded from development Moseley Bog, with Joy Fifer and local
residents back in 1980, a popular urban nature reserve.

Just over three years ago | started to explore, courtesy of google maps, an interesting looking area in
Tividale. A post industrial site adjacent to the canal and railway line with water features. On first
impression, easily accessible through a housing estate, off MacDonald Close, through a metal
gateway, | found an area rich with colonising flora. | couldn't quite believe how there were not signs
up at the two entrances to explain the area and at least put it on the map. The blast furnace sand and


http://protectsheepwashlocalnaturereserve.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/DC_15_58580-DELEGATED_OFFICER_REPORT-830730.pdf
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/sheepwash_nature_reserve_areas_o#incoming-2606219
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/sheepwash_nature_reserve_areas_o#incoming-2606219
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/sheepwash_nature_reserve_areas_o/response/2642188/attach/2/attachment.pdf?cookie_passthrough=1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6a26e0b44a&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-a:r-7249359150788637824&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_m2kazovn1
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=6a26e0b44a&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-a:r-7249359150788637824&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_m2kazovn1
http://protectsheepwashlocalnaturereserve.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/fieldhouse3.png

recovering skeletal soils are great for many wildflowers, and on three consecutive visits on the day of
July 6th 2022, 2023, 2024, Kidney Vetch, the foodplant of the Small Blue butterfly was abundant, and
so was the presence of the butterfly itself suggesting that a colony was established. This is a fantastic
lepidoptera record for Birmingham and the Black Country.

| believe the area is land listed as Rattlechain, land to the north of Temple Way, Tividale, with a site
reference SH35 in the Sandwell Local Plan for housing allocation.

Sadly a similar site minus Kidney Vetch, was recently destroyed last year at Burnt Tree in the Coneygre
industrial estate, (same holding company?) Essentially a large spoil heap which had attracted the
interest of many local and visiting botanical naturalists over the years including myself and the likes of
Professor lan Trueman.

Typical plants here at the referenced 'Rattlechain’ site include the following :- Common Centaury
/Centaurium erythraea, Fairy Flax /Linum catharticum, Haresfoot Clover /Trifolium arvense, Hop Trefoll
/Trifolium campestre, Lucerne/ Medicago sativa., Rose Campion/ Lychnis coronaria, Perennial Wall
Rocket/ Diplotaxis muralis., Large Evening Primrose/ Oenothera glazioviana., Blue Fleabane /Erigeron
acer.,, Fodder Vetch /Viccia villosa., Melitots- alba and officinalis., Wormwood., Broom., Sea Buckthorn
/Elaeagnus rhanoides., Lupin x regalis, Orchids C.S.0 and Bee., Mouse ear Hawkweed /Pilosella
officinarum., Wild Carrot /Daucus carota., Cotoneaster sp., Pampass Grass /Cortaderia selloana.,
Stonecrops, acre and album., Alsike clover., Vipers Bugloss /Echium vulgare., Broad leaved Everlasting
Pea /Lathyrus latifolius., Fennel and Bronze Fennel.. These plants were noted, on these days but by no
means are an extensive list, but one which offers plenty of nectaring and food for resident and visiting
insects.

Small Blue, Common Blue, Small Heath, Marbled White were all present on my last visit in July which
considering the weather was impressive.

Enclosed are a few pictures of the Small Blue on Kidney Vetch, and | sincerely hope that the species
listing and interest of this diverse site will afford it a good measure of interest and possible future
protection, as any proposed landscaping would cost a fortune and possibly uncover more hazardous
waste.

Sincerely
Darrell Harrison.”






