::= Sandwell

Metropolitan Borough Council

Sandwell Local Plan — Regulation Publication
Consultation Form

Regulation 19 Publication Consultation

We are inviting your views on the Regulation 19 Sandwell Local Plan and this form should be
used to make comments in response to this consultation.

The consultation period beings on Monday 23rd September 2024 and ends at 5pm on Monday
4t November 2024

Comments can also be submitted online using our website at https://sandwell.oc2.uk/. We would
encourage you to respond to our Sandwell Local Plan — Regulation 19 Publication consultation
using our online form as it saves time and reduces cost.

However, if you prefer, you can use this version of the response form and email it to
Sandwell LocalPlan@sandwell.gov.uk or post it to Sandwell Local Plan, Planning Policy,
Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE.

PLEASE NOTE:

This form has two parts:
e Section 1: Personal details
e Section 2: Your representation/comments on the Draft Plan or Sustainability Appraisal
e Section 3: A declaration which you will need to read and sign

1. Please complete a separate response for each part of the Reg 19 Plan / Sustainability
Appraisal that you wish to comment on. If you wish to make comments on more than two
parts, please copy and paste the text in Section 2 or complete more than one paper form.

2. Responses must include your name and address.

3. Your comments cannot be treated as confidential. By completing this form, you agree to
your details being shared and your name and comment (but not your address or other
personal details) being made available for public viewing.

4. Itis recommended that groups that share a common view send a single response rather than
multiple copies of the same response. Please attach a list of the contact details of each
person who supports the comments, including their names and addresses.

5. Further paper copies can be provided by emailing Sandwell LocalPlan@sandwell.gov.uk

6. Completed forms should be received by us no later than 5pm on 4 November 2024
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Section 1- Your Details

1.Personal details

2. Agent’s details (if applicable)

Title

Miss
First name Keira
Last Name Murphy
Job Title (where . -
relevant) Planning Specialist
Organisation (where .
relevant) Environment Agency

House No./Street

Mance House, Arthur Drive

Town Kidderminster
Post Code DY11 7RA
Telephone Number 02030255560

Email address

westmidsplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk

Notes:

1. If you are an agent responding on behalf of an organisation please ensure that your details
are in the Agent’s details column and give the details of the client you are responding for
in the Personal Details column, only the title, name and organisation boxes are necessary.

2. If you are responding as an individual (e.g. a resident) you do not need to fill in the job title
and organisation boxes unless you are responding as a member of an organisation.

Please indicate which of this best describes you / your role in responding to this consultation

Resident or Individual

Local Authority

Planning Agent or Consultant

Public service provider e.g.
education establishment, health etc

Developer or Investor

Public agency /organisation

Landowner

Community or Organisation

Business

Charity

Land & Property Agent or Surveyor

Other (please specify in space
below)

Please note that copies of all comments received, including the name(s) of the respondent(s)
will be made available for the public to view. All other personal details will remain confidential.
Sandwell Council will process your personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act
2018. Our Privacy Notice is at the end of this form.

For official use only:

Respondent No:

Representation Number:

Date Received:




=2 Sandwel

Metropolitan Borough Council

Section 2: Your Representation / Comments

Please complete a separate copy of this section for each part of the document(s) you
wish to comment on (i.e. Local Plan or Sustainability Appraisal)

Title of document you are

commenting on Local Plan

To which part of the document do your comments relate? Please state the policy number,
Sandwell Local Plan reference number, paragraph number, page number or figure number

Paragraph Policy Policies
SCC5 Flood Risk Map

2. Do you consider the Local Plan is:

2.1 Legally compliant Yes . No

2.2 Sound Yes No .

Please provide your comment below:

5. Please give details in the box below of why you consider the Regulation 19
Publication Sandwell Local Plan is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be as
precise as possible.

If you wish to support the legal compliance or soundness of the Regulation 19
Publication Sandwell Local Plan please set this out below.

For official use only:
Respondent No: Representation Number:
Date Received:
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Although we were supportive of this policy at the regulation 18 stage (draft policy SCC4 now SCCS5) a section of the policy
has been removed which we considered to be an essential component. The following section of the policy appears to have
been removed:

"15. All developments should seek to provide wider betterment by demonstrating in site-specific flood risk assessments and
surface water drainage strategies (where required) what measures can be put in place to contribute to a reduction in overall
flood risk downstream. This may be by:

a) provision of additional storage on site e.qg., through oversized SuDS, natural flood management techniques, green
infrastructure and green-blue corridors; and / or

b) by providing a partnership funding contribution towards wider community schemes (both within and beyond the Black
Country, in shared catchments with Southern Staffordshire and Birmingham).

We cannot consider this omission to be sound in terms of being ‘justified' or 'consistent with national policy." It is not
consistent with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraphs 158 and 166 as follows:

158. Plans should take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change, taking into account the long-term
implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes, and the risk of overheating from rising
temperatures. Policies should support appropriate measures to ensure the future resilience of communities and
infrastructure to climate change impacts, such as providing space for physical protection measures, or making provision for
the possible future relocation of vulnerable development and infrastructure.

166. Strategic policies should be informed by a strategic flood risk assessment, and should manage flood risk from all
sources. They should consider cumulative impacts in, or affecting, local areas susceptible to flooding, and take account of
advice from the Environment Agency and other relevant flood risk management authorities, such as lead local flood
authorities and internal drainage boards.

The NPPF paragraph 20 also indicates 'flood risk' as a strategic policy issue.

This is now unsound as the policy does not include strategic flood risk measures based on a cross-boundary study via the
Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) and the conclusions and recommendations by both the Black Country SFRA 2020 and
the L1 SFRA 2024 by JBA.

The 2024 L1 SFRA section 7.3 explains that the Cumulative Impact Assessment is being undertaken with Wolverhampton
and Dudley Councils. The results summarise a number of catchments rated as high-risk or medium-risk for cumulative
impacts from historic flood risk, surface water flood risk, potential development, predicted flood risk from increased runoff
upstream and sewer flooding. Strategic solutions are listed in section 7.4 of the SFRA including seeking opportunities to
deliver flood risk benefits through development, promoting natural flood management, and contributions towards flood risk
management measures that benefit the wider community.

10.3 has policy recommendations from the cumulative impact assessment, stating:

The cumulative impact assessment for the Black Country has highlighted that the potential

for development to have a cumulative impact on flood risk is relatively high across the

authorities. Many of the catchments are red and amber rated and those that are yellow still

have levels of flood risk higher than many of the rural catchments in surrounding local

authority areas in Southern Staffordshire. This supports the need for incremental action and betterment in flood risk terms
across all four Black Country Authority areas.

Section 15 directly addresses this recommendation by requiring developments to seek to provide ‘wider betterment' and
measures to contribute to a reduction in overall flood risk downstream. Plus contributing to wider community schemes is
likely to become more important in the coming years. This allows the policy to compliment the policies of neighbouring
authorities such as Dudley and Wolverhampton, help to alleviate flood risk strategically across the Black Country and
demonstrate cross-boundary co-operation.

We don't know if section 15 of the draft SCC4 policy was removed in error, or removed to reduce the length of the policy.
There are other sections of the policy that could be withdrawn if the concern is the length of the policy e.g. the requirements
for site-specific FRAs are already set out in the NPPF, the PPG and other web sources such as
https://lwww.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment-for-planning-applications. To overcome this we request the Council
re-insert section 15 on achieving wider flood risk betterment.

Other parts of the policy are welcome, in particular, section 6 on watercourses and flood mitigation. We strongly support the
requirement in part iv for a ten metre easement alongside main rivers.

For official use only:
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Section 4: Declaration

How we will use your personal information

The personal information you provide on this form will be processed in accordance with the
requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018. The information you provide will only be used
for the purposes of the preparation of the Local Plan as required by the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and may be used by the council to contact you if necessary
regarding your submission. Your name, organisation and comments will be made available
for public inspection when displaying and reporting the outcome of the statutory
consultation stage and cannot be treated as confidential. You will not be asked for any
unnecessary information and in order to protect personal data, we will not publish signatures,
telephone numbers, addresses or email addresses on the internet. To understand more
about why we collect your information, what we do with your information, how you can
access your information, your personal information rights, how and to whom to raise a
complaint about your information, please visit our privacy notice page at
http://www.sandwell.qov.uk/privacynotices

Please sign and date this form. Forms signed electronically will be accepted.
Declaration:

By completing and signing this form, | agree to my name, organisation and representations
being made available for public inspection on the internet.

Signature: KI\/Iurphy ......................................................

5/11/2024

T | =

| understand that in submitting my representations, that my details will be added to the
Sandwell Local Plan Consultation database and | may be contacted at future stages of the
local plan process.

All personal data will be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the
General Data Protection Regulation (‘GDPR’). If you do not wish to be contacted further,
please advise us.

No, | do not wish to be contacted about the Local Plan

Thank you for taking time to complete and return this response form.

For official use only:
Respondent No: Representation Number:
Date Received:
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Although we were supportive of this policy at the regulation 18 stage (draft policy SCC4 now SCC5) a section of the policy has been removed which we considered to be an essential component. The following section of the policy appears to have been removed:



"15. All developments should seek to provide wider betterment by demonstrating in site-specific flood risk assessments and surface water drainage strategies (where required) what measures can be put in place to contribute to a reduction in overall flood risk downstream. This may be by:

a) provision of additional storage on site e.g., through oversized SuDS, natural flood management techniques, green infrastructure and green-blue corridors; and / or

b) by providing a partnership funding contribution towards wider community schemes (both within and beyond the Black Country, in shared catchments with Southern Staffordshire and Birmingham).



We cannot consider this omission to be sound in terms of being 'justified' or 'consistent with national policy.' It is not consistent with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraphs 158 and 166 as follows: 



158. Plans should take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change, taking into account the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity and landscapes, and the risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Policies should support appropriate measures to ensure the future resilience of communities and infrastructure to climate change impacts, such as providing space for physical protection measures, or making provision for the possible future relocation of vulnerable development and infrastructure.



166. Strategic policies should be informed by a strategic flood risk assessment, and should manage flood risk from all sources. They should consider cumulative impacts in, or affecting, local areas susceptible to flooding, and take account of advice from the Environment Agency and other relevant flood risk management authorities, such as lead local flood authorities and internal drainage boards.



The NPPF paragraph 20 also indicates 'flood risk' as a strategic policy issue. 



This is now unsound as the policy does not include strategic flood risk measures based on a cross-boundary study via the Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) and the conclusions and recommendations by both the Black Country SFRA 2020 and the L1 SFRA 2024 by JBA. 

The 2024 L1 SFRA section 7.3 explains that the Cumulative Impact Assessment is being undertaken with Wolverhampton and Dudley Councils. The results summarise a number of catchments rated as high-risk or medium-risk for cumulative impacts from historic flood risk, surface water flood risk, potential development, predicted flood risk from increased runoff upstream and sewer flooding. Strategic solutions are listed in section 7.4 of the SFRA including seeking opportunities to deliver flood risk benefits through development, promoting natural flood management, and contributions towards flood risk management measures that benefit the wider community. 



10.3 has policy recommendations from the cumulative impact assessment, stating:



The cumulative impact assessment for the Black Country has highlighted that the potential 

for development to have a cumulative impact on flood risk is relatively high across the 

authorities. Many of the catchments are red and amber rated and those that are yellow still 

have levels of flood risk higher than many of the rural catchments in surrounding local 

authority areas in Southern Staffordshire. This supports the need for incremental action and betterment in flood risk terms across all four Black Country Authority areas. 



Section 15 directly addresses this recommendation by requiring developments to seek to provide 'wider betterment' and measures to contribute to a reduction in overall flood risk downstream. Plus contributing to wider community schemes is likely to become more important in the coming years. This allows the policy to compliment the policies of neighbouring authorities such as Dudley and Wolverhampton, help to alleviate flood risk strategically across the Black Country and demonstrate cross-boundary co-operation. 



We don't know if section 15 of the draft SCC4 policy was removed in error, or removed to reduce the length of the policy. There are other sections of the policy that could be withdrawn if the concern is the length of the policy e.g. the requirements for site-specific FRAs are already set out in the NPPF, the PPG and other web sources such as https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment-for-planning-applications. To overcome this we request the Council re-insert section 15 on achieving wider flood risk betterment. 



Other parts of the policy are welcome, in particular, section 6 on watercourses and flood mitigation. We strongly support the requirement in part iv for a ten metre easement alongside main rivers. 
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