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Sandwell Local Plan – Regulation 18 Draft Plan Consultation Comments FormSandwell Local Plan – Regulation 18 Draft Plan Consultation Form


Draft Plan Regulation 18 Consultation (November 2023) 
We are inviting your views on the Draft Sandwell Local Plan and this form should be used to make comments in response to this consultation. 
The consultation period beings on Monday 6th November 2023 and ends at 5pm on Monday 18th December 2023
Comments can also be submitted online using our website at https://sandwell.oc2.uk/. We would encourage you to respond to our Sandwell Local Plan – Regulation 18 Draft Plan consultation using our online form as it saves time and reduces cost.   

However, if you prefer, you can use this version of the response form and email it to Sandwell_LocalPlan@sandwell.gov.uk or post it to Sandwell Local Plan, Planning Policy, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE

	PLEASE NOTE: 

This form has two parts: 
· Section 1: Personal details 
· Section 2: Your representation/comments on the Draft Plan or Sustainability Appraisal 
· Section 3: A declaration which you will need to read and sign  

1. Please complete a separate response for each part of the Draft Plan / Sustainability Appraisal that you wish to comment on.  If you wish to make comments on more than two parts, please copy and paste the text in Section 2 or complete more than one paper form.

2. Responses must include your name and address. 

3. Your comments cannot be treated as confidential. By completing this form, you agree to your details being shared and your name and comment (but not your address or other personal details) being made available for public viewing. 

4. It is recommended that groups that share a common view send a single response rather than multiple copies of the same response. Please attach a list of the contact details of each person who supports the comments, including their names and addresses.

5. Further paper copies can be provided by emailing Sandwell_LocalPlan@sandwell.gov.uk

6. Completed forms should be received by us no later than 5pm on 18h December 2023






	Section 1- Your Details 

	
	1.Personal details 

	2. Agent’s details (if applicable)

	Title
	Dr
	

	First name
	Peter
	

	Last Name
	King
	

	Job Title (where relevant)
	Vice-Chairman
	

	Organisation (where relevant)
	Campaign to Protect Rural England West Midlands Group
	

	House No./Street
	
	

	Town
	
	

	Post Code
	
	

	Telephone Number
	
	

	Email address 
	
	



Notes:
1. If you are an agent responding on behalf of an organisation please ensure that your details are in the Agent’s details column and give the details of the client you are responding for in the Personal Details column, only the title, name and organisation boxes are necessary.

2. If you are responding as an individual (e.g. a resident) you do not need to fill in the job title and organisation boxes unless you are responding as a member of an organisation.

	Please indicate which of this best describes you / your role in responding to this consultation

	Resident or Individual
	
	
	Local Authority
	

	Planning Agent or Consultant
	
	
	Public service provider e.g. education establishment, health etc
	

	Developer or Investor
	
	
	Public agency /organisation
	

	Landowner
	
	
	Community or Organisation
	

	Business
	
	
	Charity
	YES

	Land & Property Agent or Surveyor
	
	
	Other (please specify in space below)
	



Please note that copies of all comments received, including the name(s) of the respondent(s) will be made available for the public to view. All other personal details will remain confidential. Sandwell Council will process your personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. Our Privacy Notice is at the end of this form.  

	Section 2: Your Representation / Comments 



Please complete a separate copy of this section for each part of the document(s) you wish to comment on (i.e. Draft Plan or Sustainability Appraisal)
	Title of document you are commenting on 
	Sandwell Local Plan




To which part of the document do your comments relate? Please state the policy number, Sandwell Local Plan reference number, paragraph number, page number or figure number
	
Policy SDS1/Para 3.13.

	



What is the nature of your comments? (Mark as appropriate)
	General comment
	

	
	Support
	

	
	Objection
	YES




Please provide your comment below: 
Expand this box as necessary. If attaching additional sheets, please clearly mark these with the title of document and part of the document that the comment relates to, and your name.
It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible. 
	

West Midlands CPRE objects to the housing supply figure give in Policy SDS 1, 1a. We consider the figure to be too low. 

We consider further work should be undertaken to ensure the Regulation 19 Plan includes takes account of higher potential brownfield capacity.

In particular we consider the level of windfall development should be higher. This includes at least 484 more small windfalls and a calculation of large windfall sites, consistent with the evidence both quantitative and qualitative that supports this.

This approach should take account in particular of both the potential for additional housing in centres through redevelopment or mixed development (as supported by Policy SCE1 Para 6) as well as the expectation that some further industrial land will come forward on sites which are currently unavailable (As envisaged in Policy SEC4). The windfall approach is suitable because these opportunities cannot be exactly predicted.

Further work should also be done to consider whether an uplift in densities, both on existing sites in accessible locations and on windfall sites would further add to the supply. This would be underpinned by the welcome policies SH02 (windfalls) and SHO3 (housing density)

CPRE does not object to the figure for employment land.
 
In terms of Paragraph 3 this should be changed to emphasize the primary role of brownfield land in Birmingham and the Black Country in meeting any additional housing need rather than other authorities. Some of this is addressed in Para 3.18 but should be adopted into the Policy itself.

This would be consistent with the approach taken in Para 2 of Policy SDS1 which, in relation to Sandwell itself, seeks to meet as much new development as possible on previously developed land and sites in the urban area. 

In terms of employments the current wording suggests the exports of employment land to local authorities beyond the Black Country when this is not required by the evidence, and also to allow for exports to authorities within the BC who have employment shortfalls themselves, rather than to areas where there is an excess of supply.

In terms of housing, as we set out in relation to Para 3.13, the potential shortfall, which we consider lower than in the plan figures. 

We object to the wording in Para 3.13 in relation to Duty to Cooperate. This sets the local housing need at 29,773 and the housing shortfall at 18,606. This need is exaggerated because of the Standard Methodologies use of the outdated ONS2014 housing growth estimates. We believe there is sufficient evidence for the Council to adopt a figure of 23,522 based on the CENSUS (above the ONS2016 figure). This would lead to a shortfall somewhere less than 11,235.

We attach the reports we commissioned on housing and employment calculations to support this objection.



	




	Section 3: Declaration 



How we will use your personal information
The personal information you provide on this form will be processed in accordance with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018. The information you provide will only be used for the purposes of the preparation of the Local Plan as required by the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and may be used by the council to contact you if necessary regarding your submission. Your name, organisation and comments will be made available for public inspection when displaying and reporting the outcome of the statutory consultation stage and cannot be treated as confidential. You will not be asked for any unnecessary information and in order to protect personal data, we will not publish signatures, telephone numbers, addresses or email addresses on the internet. To understand more about why we collect your information, what we do with your information, how you can access your information, your personal information rights, how and to whom to raise a complaint about your information, please visit our privacy notice page at http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/privacynotices
Please sign and date this form. Forms signed electronically will be accepted.
Declaration: 
By completing and signing this form, I agree to my name, organisation and representations being made available for public inspection on the internet.

Signature: ………………………………

Date: ……15 December 2023……
I understand that in submitting my representations, that my details will be added to the Sandwell Local Plan Consultation database and I may be contacted at future stages of the local plan process.  
All personal data will be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation (‘GDPR’).  If you do not wish to be contacted further, please advise us.  
	
	No, I do not wish to be contacted about the Local Plan


Please keep me informed as to the progress of the plan.

Thank you for taking time to complete and return this response form.   
	For official use only:  

	Respondent No:
	
	Representation Number:
	

	Date Received:
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